
Search and Use the Search and Use the 
InternetInternet
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“… The set of 
skills needed to 
find, retrieve, 
analyze, and use 
information”

American Library 
Association
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•• Baruch College Baruch College –– Newman LibraryNewman Library
http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/tutorials/zicklin/researchhttp://www.baruch.cuny.edu/tutorials/zicklin/research

•• Pennsylvania State University  Pennsylvania State University  
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/instruction/infolit/andyou/infohttp://www.libraries.psu.edu/instruction/infolit/andyou/info
you.htmyou.htm

•• New Mexico State UniversityNew Mexico State University
http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/eval.htmlhttp://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/eval.html







LEARN RESEARCH SKILLSLEARN RESEARCH SKILLS

•• University Library Home PagesUniversity Library Home Pages
–– Tips Tips –– tricks and strategiestricks and strategies

•• http://libguides.rutgers.edu/index.phphttp://libguides.rutgers.edu/index.php

•• http://guides.library.yale.edu/http://guides.library.yale.edu/



Accessibility and DistributionAccessibility and Distribution

•• Coverage Coverage -- Decreased Decreased 
•• Unequal Access Unequal Access -- ““Popular sitesPopular sites”” --

Most linkedMost linked
•• Out of date  Out of date  -- Often by MonthsOften by Months
•• Distribution of Information Distribution of Information –– More More 

than 85% commercial  than 85% commercial  



Why Search on the Why Search on the 
Internet?Internet?

•• Great Deal of InformationGreat Deal of Information

•• UpUp--toto--date Informationdate Information

•• Convenience & Easy AccessConvenience & Easy Access

•• Low costLow cost



Difficulties in SearchingDifficulties in Searching

•• Information Overload Information Overload 

•• Complexity of SearchingComplexity of Searching

•• Quality of InformationQuality of Information

–– Authority: Author or InstitutionAuthority: Author or Institution

–– Motive: Inform, Market or AdvocateMotive: Inform, Market or Advocate

–– Current InformationCurrent Information



Types of Search ToolsTypes of Search Tools

–– Subject DirectoriesSubject Directories

–– Search EnginesSearch Engines

–– Metasearch EnginesMetasearch Engines

–– Specialized Search ToolsSpecialized Search Tools



Subject Directories Subject Directories 

•• also known as "virtual libraries" or "portalsalso known as "virtual libraries" or "portals””
–– Indexes Web pages selected by editors Indexes Web pages selected by editors 

–– Organized into hierarchical subject categories Organized into hierarchical subject categories 

–– Searches a description of Web pages, not the Searches a description of Web pages, not the 
full text full text 

–– May be annotated May be annotated 



Search EnginesSearch Engines

•• Provides keyword searching of words in Provides keyword searching of words in 
pages or full text of selected pages pages or full text of selected pages 

•• May not have subject categories May not have subject categories 

•• May not search May not search "invisible Web" "invisible Web" of of 
information stored in databasesinformation stored in databases



EXAMPLESEXAMPLES

•• YAHOOYAHOO

•• GOOGLEGOOGLE

•• BingBing

•• Ask Ask 

•• Dogpile does it allDogpile does it all

http://www.dogpile.comhttp://www.dogpile.com



Boolean operatorsBoolean operators

•• AND AND -- Finds Web sites with both termsFinds Web sites with both terms
–– montana AND campingmontana AND camping finds Web sites with finds Web sites with 

both terms.  both terms.  

•• OROR -- Finds Web sites with either termFinds Web sites with either term
–– montana OR campingmontana OR camping finds Web sites with finds Web sites with 

either term.  either term.  
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U.S. Government InformationU.S. Government Information

•• http://mumbai.usconsulate.govhttp://mumbai.usconsulate.gov your link to usyour link to us

•• Department of State  Department of State  http://www.state.govhttp://www.state.gov Links Links 
to various information on policy, education and to various information on policy, education and 
travel to the United Statetravel to the United State

•• ELibraryUSA with 25 databases ELibraryUSA with 25 databases –– available at available at 
American Library  American Library  http://vlib.interchange.athttp://vlib.interchange.at

•• FirstGov  FirstGov  www.firstgov.govwww.firstgov.gov The U.S. The U.S. 
GovernmentGovernment’’s official web portal to all federal s official web portal to all federal 
agencies, links to 30 million pages and growingagencies, links to 30 million pages and growing



ADDITIONAL RESOURCESADDITIONAL RESOURCES

•• InfoMine InfoMine http://infomine.ucr.eduhttp://infomine.ucr.edu Academic resources, Academic resources, 
again put together by librariansagain put together by librarians

•• The Avalon Project:  Documents in Law, History and The Avalon Project:  Documents in Law, History and 
DiplomacyDiplomacy
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htmhttp://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/avalon.htm
Excellent source for foreign relations, diplomacy and lawExcellent source for foreign relations, diplomacy and law



SUPER SIXSUPER SIX

Virtual Public Library Virtual Public Library –– www.vlib.orgwww.vlib.org The oldest catalog and The oldest catalog and 
one of the bestone of the best

Internet Public Library Internet Public Library -- www.ipl.orgwww.ipl.org One of the better One of the better 
organized academic tools organized academic tools 

Scout Report Scout Report –– how to keep up with the web how to keep up with the web 
http://scout.wisc.edu/Reports/ScoutReporthttp://scout.wisc.edu/Reports/ScoutReport

GlobalEdge GlobalEdge -- Your Source for Global Business Knowledge Your Source for Global Business Knowledge 
http://globaledge.msu.edu/http://globaledge.msu.edu/

Google Uncle Sam Google Uncle Sam -- only governmentonly government--related Web pagesrelated Web pages
http://www.google.com/unclesamhttp://www.google.com/unclesam

Healthfinder Healthfinder -- easy medical information for all easy medical information for all 
www.healthfinder.govwww.healthfinder.gov



COPYRIGHTCOPYRIGHT

•• WHY BOTHERWHY BOTHER
–– Demonstrates integrityDemonstrates integrity

–– Shows academic research skillShows academic research skill

–– Ensures legalityEnsures legality

•• TutorialTutorial
http://libguides.rutgers.edu/index.phphttp://libguides.rutgers.edu/index.php
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Any Questions?Any Questions?


