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Archive, what'’s that?

Mumbai's public libraries ought to take a closer interest in archiving its
history, befare it gets lost due to neglect and lack of intent

BOMBAY
NAMA K

Fiona Fernandez
IT°S a moment from well over a
qu.uLv ago, and the setting
ne of the city's oldest
les made ft feel as if |
ruly set back by at least 50
if not more,
1 was tracking down a few
facts for a :m\(nl.n book on
tor
that |
had hit a dead end. Anyone
who has llll“hll‘ the old-style
ire of tracing 4 bool
s and then under

title names, done alphabetically

would know the precision re
quired for this task. Add to that
my misfortune to learn that the
‘computerized’ search engine
s dusty desktops
meant
1 5

on the lib
wa

to look for
dleina ck. Harry Potter’s
chamber of secrets seemed less
intimidating, | looked around
to tind a diverse bunch of
‘searchers from mul’rmn:.
ta research fellows and forel
exchange students l\l]\wlng

over card catalogues with ded
ication,

I handed over the requ
one of the library :

bled something undecipher
underhis breath, and wentoff to
hunt for the ttle. An hour later,

he was back, and to my horror
and dism: wl(h the Incorrec
[

re book about 19th Cen
tury Bombay. Shouldn't it have
been available in its hom y?
AsIflipped mumuvnmeupeu
ing pages in the hope of finding
sh pigean poop
rs made the ex-
le. There was
e, Wheit
mixs
p was provided
from the uu:h. at the U!n.uv 1)
help ratrace this book, and I had
to abort my search. The above
account will echo among many
earchers, chroniclers, stu
dents and authors wha've done
their rounds of the city’s public
libraries and archives.

As | flipped through the
opening pages in the hope

lm ¢ was nothing of
value for me

It's a reflection of the ap
proach that uinlllwmm‘nu
& have fo v
and why It ought to
ore user-friendly cb
need to prese
s of our city (5 im
ise, especi with the ra
pidity with which our heritage
is being chipped away.

Only last week we were Intro
disced to A fascinating eollec-
tion created by Scottish town
planner Fatrick Geddes. He had
i deap love of atudying lowns

and cities, and was invited hy
Indi; I tosur

safely in are h\w 5 in f\l
gow and Edin
will be discussed tmmlrnum
mhm katthe ART NE

tre wi also learn
a project undertaken by British
photographers who are doing

and places that shaped colonial
India. There's another exhibi
tien of artist and wi
Vorbes' works that d lmlm..»
try in the
.u the Dr H!l.n: Daji

|||: that such archi
val collections are being made
available, and Ironie, too, that
it's happening around the time
when we are battling to keep
alive o L ked

heritage

v
diginterested babus to watch-
Ing structures being razed to
dust wlvl\ n on the dotted

archives are all we have to dip
into, te seek inspiration from,
from tha past” he
in those few
. lay the (l.lg(‘tlv of what
ing Bombay in the face.

no archive to reference?
wid-day's Features Editor Fiona
Fernandez relishes the ci
sounds, sme
er the ink the Inclination takes
hi. Shia twiats @bommbiyana
Send your fecdback to
mailbag@mid-day. com
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Full Info
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making-of-public-libraries-in-delhi-
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